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The pols who are consistently 
yapping and fighting over 
immigration need to learn to 
yield on the issue. The only 

permanent, successful answer to im-
migration reform is to make it possible 
for those individuals and families who 
have solid roots in this country to work 
here legally.

This type of immigration reform, 
which includes strict requirements to 
maintain the privilege of staying here, 
has many supporters. Recently, Utah 
legislators signed a letter urging sensi-
ble immigration reform. Unfortunately, 
too many national pols are hijacking the 
issue.

One of the most frustrating things 
about the immigration debate is that 
neither political side — President 
Obama and the Republican Congress 
— has the political courage to take the 
steps necessary to fix the dysfunctional 
system.

A perfect example is the battle over 
what to do about the scores of thou-
sands of Central Americans, mostly 
children, who have illegally migrated to 
the U.S. and are camped here and there. 
The president’s $3.7 billion proposal to 
alleviate the situation does not include 
a repeal of a 2008 law that exempted 
Central American migrants from the 

swift return status that Mexicans and 
Canadians face. Indeed, the law states 
that the current wave of migrants be 
released into the population pending a 
court date. As everyone knows, the vast 
majority will not appear for the court 
date, preferring to slip into the shadows 
of illegal immigration. In order to deal 
with the current immigration crisis, this 
law must be changed. The president 
once supported the change, but has 
backed away amid opposition from his 
political base.

On the other hand, the Republican 
Congress, afraid of its conservative po-
litical base, does not want any plan that 
includes a comprehensive immigration 
reform plan. Yet a comprehensive im-
migration reform plan is exactly what 
is badly needed. We need to get other-
wise law-abiding illegal immigrants 
out from the harm of potential arrest 
and free to work and live legally in the 
U.S. This would not necessarily involve 
amnesty. There could be work-permit 
cards issued to persons on an annual ba-
sis. As long as the individual continues 
to work and obeys the law, the privilege 
of working here would continue.

One of the saddest events of the past 
couple of generations is watching immi-
gration reform be a hostage to political 
demagoguery.

Yielding on immigration

Last month I filled my car up with gas, 
and I paid $7.87 per gallon. How could 
I be so stupid? Almost every station 

in town sells gas for half that price. Let me 
explain.

When I filled up my car, I paid for the 
gas with a credit card that I seldom use. 
When the bill came, I simply filed it with 
my other bills. When it came time to pay 
my monthly bills, I noticed that the billing 
cycle for the seldom 
used credit card was 
different from my 
other accounts. As a 
result, I was two days 
late in paying the bill. 
The only charge on 
the bill was for filling 
up my car, and the 
cost of the gas was 
$26.40. When the next 
credit card statement 
came, I was shocked 
to see that I had been 
charged more than 
$27 in interest and 
fees because I paid 
the bill two days late. My tardiness had more 
than doubled the credit card bill. The end 
result was that the total cost of filling up my 
gas tank turned out to be $7.87 per gallon.

The surprising thing about this entire 
story is that most of your neighbors and 
friends are doing the same thing every 
month. Less than a third of the people with 
credit cards pay the full balance due at the 
end of the month. More than two -thirds leave 
a significant part of their balance unpaid; 
and, as a result, they incur substantial 
charges in interest and fees.

Currently, the average interest rate 
charged on credit cards is 15 percent, and 
rates above 20 percent are not uncommon. 
Suppose a person buys a new refrigerator 
for $1,000 and pays for the purchase with a 
credit card that charges 15 percent interest. 
If the person faithfully pays the required 
minimum balance on their credit card 
statement on time each and every month, 
they will ultimately pay $729.14 in interest, 
making the total cost of the refrigerator 
$1,729.14.

The average American household now 
has $15,263 in credit card debt. If someone 
with that amount of debt cut up all their 
credit cards and made a resolution to incur 
no more credit card debt, how long would it 
take them to pay off their existing debt? If 
they faithfully paid the minimum balance 
on their credit card statement on time each 
month, it would take them more than 31 
years to pay off the balance, and they would 
pay $18,559 in interest in addition to the 

balance of $15,263. 
The debt situation for the typical 

households is worsened by the fact that 
credit card debt is only one of many debt 
burdens. The average household has $77,647 
in debt over and above their mortgage 
debt. The total debt burden for the typical 
household is in excess of $225,238.

Are there any lessons contained in 
these debt statistics? The first is that it is 

easier to avoid the disease 
of debt than it is to cure 
a debt problem that has 
been building for years. 
The billionaire Warren 
Buffet regularly advises 
young people to avoid all 
credit card debt. Countless 
financial advisors offer the 
same advice. Those that 
follow this advice will not be 
disappointed.

Yet, the problem with 
advising young people to 
avoid all credit card debt is 
that young people routinely 
ignore all kinds of great 

advice. If you doubt this, think about the last 
time you saw a teenager type a text message 
while driving, even though they have been 
advised that this is both dangerous and 
illegal. Many people are going to allow 
their debt situation to get out of hand, so 
what should someone do when they finally 
come to the realization that they have too 
much credit card debt and want to begin to 
remedy the situation?

The answer is to pay something over 
and above the minimum required payment. 
Reconsider the example of the typical 
person who has $15,263 in credit card debt. 
I previously indicated that it would take 32 
years to pay off that balance by making the 
minimum required payment. Yet, if the card 
holder paid the initial minimum payment 
plus $100 dollars each month the total bill 
would be paid off in three years and 10 
months. Doing this would also save $13,740 
in interest charges. If coming up with $100 
is out of the question, adding only $50 each 
month to the initial minimum payment 
reduces the pay off time from 31 years to 
four years and six months and saves $12,809 
in total interest charges.

The poet Ogden Nash once observed 
that, “Some debts are fun when you are 
acquiring them, but none are fun when 
you set about retiring them.” I agree with 
Nash that paying bills isn’t necessarily fun. 
Nonetheless, my experience of paying $7.87 
for a gallon of gas means that I am going to 
make a point to retire my debts as soon as 
possible.

The card that keeps on taking

Michael
Vaughan
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provost. He accepts e-mail from readers at 
mvaughan@Weber.edu

Editor,
I was amazed to see the 

top right of the front page of 
the July 3 Standard Examiner, 
“Did Ragnar relay trash the 
Wasatch Back?” The article 
about Ragnar leaving trash in 
the Valley seemed a stretch, 
a long stretch. I drove the 
course in Liberty and Eden, 
and over to Huntsville the 
evening of the race and saw 
no identifiable or unusual 
trash except for one little “go 
Megan” sign (which I liked 
anyway) illegally posted on a 
power pole. I know personally 
how hard the Ragnar folks 
worked to manage trash and 
the results were amazing, far 
beyond my expectations.

I hope the Weber County 
commission will add my 
opinion to their decision 
making process on this matter.

Reading the entire article 
left me wondering if the 
reporter was doing it tongue-
in-cheek, but with a headline 
like that a lot of damage was 
done.

Steve Clarke
Eden

Article about relay 
trash exaggerates

Editor,
I’m responding to the 

July 6 letter, “Imagine 
if Obama was president 
during 9/11.”

The writer states: “In 
2001 we were attacked 
on our homeland for the 
first time in our country’s 
history.” He is either very 
unaware of U.S. history, or 
has chosen to ignore it.

In 1812 British forces 
took Detroit. In 1814 British 
naval forces attached 
the Connecticut River, 
Buzzard’s Bay (Mass.), 
Alexandria Virginia. 
British Royal Marines 
took Washington D.C. and 
burned the public buildings. 
British Naval Forces 
bombarded Ft. McHenry in 
Maryland in an attempt to 
neutralize the fort so they 
could attack Baltimore. In 
1815 British forces landed 
in Louisiana with the intent 
to take New Orleans. 

On Dec. 7, 1941 Japanese 
Naval forces attacked 
U.S. Naval and Army 
installations in the U.S. 
Territory of Hawaii, and 
the U.S. Territory of Wake 
Island. 

On Dec 8, 1941, Japanese 
forces attacked the U.S. 
territory of the Philippines. 
On Dec. 10, 1941, the U.S. 
territory of Guam was 
attacked and occupied. On 
Dec. 22, 1941, the Japanese 
invaded the Philippines. On 

Dec. 23, 1941, Wake Island 
was invaded and occupied. 

On May 6, 1942 the 
Japanese conquest of the 
Philippines was complete. 

On June 3, 1941, 
Japanese forces attacked 
Dutch Harbor in the U.S. 
Territory of Alaska; the 
islands of Attu and Kiska 
were occupied. On June 
4, 1942, Japanese forces 
attacked the U.S. Territory 
of Midway Island. On June 
13, and June 17, 1942 two 
German sabotage teams of 
four men each landed on 
Long Island and Florida.

We have at least 12 
instances when the United 
States was attacked since it 
became a country. It does 
not include any attacks the 
British made after July 4, 
1776 which would easily 
double or triple the size of 
the list. 

One may quibble about 
the territories being part 
of the homeland. Hawaii 
and Alaska are now states, 
the Philippines are now 
an independent country 
and the other islands are 
still territories, but to 
the residents, they were 
attacked and their homes 
were part of the U.S.

Because of his lack of 
knowledge, his assumption 
at the end of his letter is 
also suspect.

Garth Gatrell
Layton

U.S. attacked multiple times

AN EDITORIAL
The Washington Post

The findings of the U.S. Attorney’s 
investigation into the death of a young 
mother after a harrowing car chase 

on Capitol Hill settles the issue of whether 
there was criminal or civil rights culpability. 
Prosecutors said they found insufficient 
evidence that the two officers who shot 
Miriam Carey used excessive force or had 
criminal intent. That there will be no criminal 
prosecution leaves unanswered a critical 
question: Was there a better, nonlethal means 
of dealing with the situation?

The responsibility for answering that 
question lies with the two federal police 
agencies involved in October’s pursuit of 
Ms. Carey. It is important they respond in 
a way that is as transparent to the public as 
possible.

Announcing the decision not to bring 
criminal charges, U.S. Attorney Ronald C. 
Machen Jr. issued a statement that detailed 
the frightening seven minutes of Oct. 3, 
2013, when Ms. Carey attempted to breach 
security checkpoints at the White House and 

Capitol Complex, led police on a high-speed 
chase, hit a uniformed officer and attempted 
to run over another officer — all the while 
refusing to obey multiple commands to stop. 
It was later discovered that Ms. Carey had 
mental-health issues; her 1-year-old daughter 
who was in the car with her was unhurt.

Prosecutors typically do not announce 
a decision to decline to pursue criminal 
charges. The detailed statement of facts 
that summarized the events, accompanied 
by still photos from video footage, 
was acknowledgment of the unique 
circumstances of the case and the intense 
public interest.

We hope that point is not lost on the U.S. 
Secret Service and the U.S. Capitol Police 
and that they will be equally forthcoming 
once they complete their own administrative 
inquiries to determine if officers followed 
use-of-force policies and whether any 
changes in policies or practices are 
warranted. The agencies have been provided, 
according to a statement from Mr. Machen’s 
office, with “voluminous materials” gathered 
during the investigation, including ballistic 
reports and witness interviews.

Shooting case still has questions




