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Having college sports 
teams form unions is 
one of the worst ideas 
that has jumped out of 

the hopper in a long while. Yet it has 
gained steam thanks to the National 
Labor Relations Board’s call that 
football players at Northwestern 
have a right to unionize.

If common sense can prevail, that 
NRLB decision will never lead to a 
sports union at a college or universi-
ty. Imagine the problems that would 
result if college athletes are allowed 
collective bargaining? How would 
Title IX be affected? Most college 
sports are not money-makers for col-
leges and universities. Would ath-
letic departments see their budgets 
sliced? Would the star quarterback 
of a collegiate football team be able 
to bargain for more cash than the 
second-string offensive tackle of the 
same team?

Also, collegiate athletes are re-
ceiving a lot of financial compensa-
tion for their efforts. They receive 
free tuition, as well as food and 
board expenses, high-quality health 
care training facilities, and tutoring. 
In fact, at Northwestern, a football 

scholarship for one year is equal to 
scores of thousands of dollars. 

Our opposition to unionizing col-
legiate athletes does not mean we 
are unaware of the financial dysfunc-
tions that plague the National Colle-
giate Athletic Association. Big-time 
college athletics started a negative 
trend once the salaries of sports 
coaches exceeded that of the univer-
sity or college president. The amount 
of revenue generated by the NCAA 
and elite colleges through televised 
sports and other income sources 
is distressing. It has become more 
important than the primary goal of 
college, which should be education.

There are reforms and initiatives 
that colleges and universities could 
take in regard to sports. Scholarships 
could be guaranteed for recruited 
students; athletes should not be 
steered to easy classes; and univer-
sities, with the NCAA, should aside 
adequate funds to address long-term 
injuries athletes incur in collegiate 
sports.

Big-time collegiate athletics could 
use an overhaul, but allowing school 
athletes to unionize merits a resound-
ing no.

No to college sports unions

The Common Core curriculum 
is being discussed in editorial 
columns, debated on talk radio and 

lampooned by late-night talk show hosts. 
The harshest critics of the Common Core 
feel that it is a socialist-tinged effort 
to usurp local authority and impose a 
curriculum designed by the federal 
government.

I have to say that I am a bit surprised 
by the consternation regarding the 
Common Core because more than five 
decades ago there was an intentional and 
extensive effort by the 
federal government 
to shape the content 
of the curriculum. 
This exercise at 
transforming the 
educational landscape 
occurred with little 
criticism. In light of 
the current debate on 
the Common Core, it 
is interesting to reflect 
back on that prior time.

On October 4, 
1957, the Soviet Union 
launched Sputnik. In this country, there 
was immediate fear that the United States 
was falling behind the Soviet Union. 
The country’s response was quick and 
decisive. Congress more than doubled the 
National Science Foundation budget for 
fiscal 1958. The National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration was created one 
year after Sputnik was launched.

In 1958, Congress also passed the 
National Defense Education Act (NDEA) 
with the goal of making sure that the 
nation’s graduates could compete with 
their counterparts in the Soviet Union in 
fields of science and technology. While 
the NDEA was primarily focused upon 
higher education, the changes in higher 
education reverberated through the K-12 
curriculum.

Two months after the Sputnik 
launch, the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science adopted 
a resolution calling for better training 
for secondary school teachers of 
mathematics and science. The resolution 
also called for increasing the number 
of math and science teachers employed 
in the secondary schools. As a result of 
Sputnik, there were sweeping changes in 
public school classrooms from Petaluma 
to Panguitch. Math and science education 
moved to the forefront.

Many of the educational changes 
prompted by Sputnik were needed. 
For example, there is evidence that in 
the 1950s almost a quarter of U.S. high 
schools didn’t offer a single course in 
either physics or chemistry. At the same 

time, the ascendance of math and science 
reduced the focus on the arts, classics and 
humanities. Classes in art and music were 
cut. The most drastic reductions came 
in the classics. In the decade following 
Sputnik the number of high school 
students taking a class in Latin was cut by 
more than two-thirds.

My own education was deeply 
influenced by a post-Sputnik educational 
system. As I reflect back upon my high 
school graduating class, I am certain 
that every graduate marching across the 

stage had been forced to 
spend countless hours, 
whether productive 
or futile, working to 
factor polynomials, 
calculate the length of a 
hypotenuse, and convert 
Celsius temperatures to 
Fahrenheit. At the same 
time, I am equally certain 
that virtually none of the 
graduates had heard of 
Marcel Proust or Jackson 
Pollock. 

The graduates may 
have been able to identify Dmitri 
Shostakovich as a Russian, but few, if any, 
had heard his music.

The irony of the post-Sputnik focus 
upon science and math is that it produced 
little enduring success. In 2013, ACT 
Inc. reported that 56 percent of the 
country’s high school graduates were 
not prepared for college-level math, 
and 64 percent were not prepared for 
college-level science. The National Math 
and Science Initiative recently reported 
some equally troubling statistics. In 2012, 
high school students in 29 countries out 
performed U.S. students in math, and 
students in 22 nations out performed 
U.S. students in science. In 2008, only 4 
percent of U.S. bachelor’s degrees were 
awarded in engineering fields. In China, 
31 percent of all bachelor’s degrees were 
in engineering. The “science gap” in the 
1950s is not only present, it is markedly 
worse.

The Common Core is the newest 
solution to a decades-old problem. The 
Common Core standards promise to “... 
set a rigorous definition of college and 
career readiness ... by demanding that 
students develop a depth of understanding 
and ability to apply mathematics to 
novel situations, as college students and 
employees regularly do.”

I am not troubled by efforts to promote 
a common curriculum. However, I am 
dubious that the current effort will prove 
more successful than previous attempts. 
I can only hope that my pessimism will 
prove wrong.

Looking back on Common Core

Editor,
A candidate for the 

Davis County Commission 
has raised questions about 
whether the arts should be 
publicly funded. Though 
the arts are highly valued 
in Utah, and for good 
reason, these questions 
affirm the need for more 
public awareness about 
their importance. 

The arts give a 
community its character 
and make it a good place to 
live. Arts also generate an 
economic impact. Creative 
industries bring jobs and 
stimulate economic growth. 
The arts increase tourism, 
adding to tax revenues 
that in turn enhance the 
community. 

A visual arts collection, 
as the one newly created 
in Davis County, is an 
investment in the future. 
Salt Lake County has an 
extensive collection that 
is on display in its county 
offices. Though the Davis 
County art collection is 
small by comparison, 
it shows the same 
commitment to the quality 
of life that we have come 
to enjoy and to a continued 
bright future. 

Several private 
donations have helped in 
the development of the 

Davis County collection. 
This supports and 
encourages artists and arts 
in our community. 

Davis County, working 
with the Davis County Art 
Committee has created 
exhibits of local artists 
wherein works of art are 
on loan for a period of 
time. These exhibits have 
been well received by the 
public and have enhanced 
the beautiful Davis County 
administration building 
where they are displayed. 
The exhibits, along 
with nearby exhibits at 
Bountiful/Davis Art Center 
are free and accessible 
to the public. The county, 
along with most cities in 
Davis County, has invested 
in festivals, live theater 
and other arts and cultural 
organizations to ensure a 
vibrant and inviting county 
in which people want to 
visit and live. 

As director of Bountiful/
Davis Art Center, currently 
just a few steps away 
from the Davis County 
administration building, 
I am pleased to work 
closely with Davis County 
and its municipalities in 
maintaining and enhancing 
the arts in our community. 

Emma J. Dugal
Bountiful

Arts bring creative industry, enhance area

Editor,
I retired from an 

engineering company 
whose CEO’s goal was to 
do all business possible by 
email, which he said was 
the future of business. 
After being employed 
there for 12 years, I 
totally agreed that he was 
correct.

Utah business needs to 
get into step with the rest 
of the world and respond 
to customers’ email 
inquiries. I wonder how 
much business they are 
losing by not doing so? 

I have emailed 
businesses over and over 
and continue to do so 
with no response. This 

even includes computer 
companies who should 
know better. 

It is very frustrating 
to read beautiful ads that 
say feel free to contact 
us via email and they do 
not respond even after 
multiple tries.

Recently, I wanted yard 
work done and computer 
work performed. 

Only one company out 
of eight or nine responded. 
This is very poor 
customer service. 

Come on Utah 
businesses, train your 
sales staff to check their 
emails.

Phil Johnson
Ogden

Businesses, respond to customers’ emails

Editor,
I read a copy of a self-

esteem evaluation that 
seventh-graders take at 
Legacy Junior High in 
Layton.

Some of the questions 
are completely redundant, 
especially regarding guilt, 
shame, blame, fitting in, 
or whether their parents 
love them or their parents 
don’t.

A 12-year-old facing 
puberty, peer pressure 
from school, students and 
teachers, doesn’t really 
need to know where his or 
her esteem is.

I think people will agree 
with me in that this is a 
way to make the kids feel 
like outsiders if they don’t 
follow the core guidelines.

Dennis Huff
Layton

Evaluation makes kids feel like outsiders

Editor,
The Standard-Examiner’s 

editorial board’s unfortunate 
decision to support Obama 
administration cuts in 
earned benefits promised 
all military recruits and 
retirees since WWII (some 
now surviving below the 
poverty line) reflects a 
callous anti-military bias. 

Or, perhaps, it was 
simply a problem of “low” 
information? In either 
case, board members 
should review a statistical 
analysis produced for 
Governor Huntsman, at 
his request, in Sept. 2008: 
“Bringing federal funds to 
Utah” clearly illuminated 
a non-supportive political 
environment against the 
military in this area, and its 
resultant significant harm to 
Utah’s economy. 

The almost 20,000 active 
duty, reserve, and retired 
military in Utah, who have 
earned the entitlement 
to shop at the Hill AFB 
Commissary, are unlikely 
to protest the decision in 
the board’s luxurious S-E 
offices. 

Be careful that the hand 
you bite is not the one that 
feeds you! 

Capt. Richard W. Schaffert
U.S. Navy (retired)

Roy

Paper shouldn’t back 
military benefits cuts

Editor,
I love the new format 

of the Standard-Examiner. 
I have been a subscriber 
since 1981 when I moved to 
Ogden from Wilson, N.Y. It’s 
the best paper in Utah.

I love the larger print 
in the crossword puzzle 
and “SCRAM-LETS.” I love 
the bigger pictures on the 
family page. Keep up the 
great work!

Thanks also, to my 
newspaper carrier for 
delivering the paper in 
a timely manner every 
morning.

The Standard-Examiner 
is the best!

Joanne Wheeler
Ogden

Reader loves new 
format, larger puzzles




