Section II assessment 6

Portfolios for Beginning Special Educators

	All candidates for licensure in special education are required to develop a professional portfolio during their student teaching experience. The portfolio demonstrates the candidate’s knowledge and skills of the Council for Exceptional Children’s Standards for Beginning Special Educators.  Choose artifacts that best demonstrate your understanding, knowledge, and/or performance of the standard.  Develop reflection statements for each artifact that provide an overview of the artifact, justify how the artifact relates to the standard, and that describes your professional development and learning. The portfolio should contain two - three artifacts for each standard area. Artifacts should include: work samples, journals, photos, observations, lesson plan, course work from classes, behavior plans, team meeting notes, etc. Please use the following information for guidelines and examples.   
	


Portfolio Guidelines
Your portfolio should be organized using the following format: 
1. Table of contents: Identifies each section and the artifacts for each standard.  

2. Overview: 
-What is the purpose of your portfolio and what will the reader find in your portfolio?

-Philosophy of Special Education

-Resume 

3. CEC Standards: A section for each standard. The section should include:

-Narrative Description of the CEC Standard

-Reflection: Overview of artifact, relationship to the standard and identification of what you have learned

-Artifact: Clean copy, creatively and professionally presented

Please include 2-3 artifacts per standard. Each artifact needs its own reflection. .We recommend that Standards 4, 7, and 8 have three artifacts. 

Artifacts in Standards 4 and 7 should only include lessons you actually taught and include an assessment component. 

4. Professional Information
-Recommendations

-Evaluations

-PRAXIS Scores

-Transcripts 

5.  Final Reflection
-What have you learned and accomplished during your teacher preparation program?

-What are your goals and aspirations?  
Adapted from Louise Supnick, http://pages.towson.edu/lsupnick/eportfolio
Sample Artifacts

The following is a list of sample artifacts for each CEC standard.  You may choose artifacts from this list or other artifacts that demonstrate your competence and knowledge. 

Standard 1: Foundations   

· Introduction to Special Education: observation 

· Families Interview 

· IEP Observation 

· Journal entry/observation addressing IEP process 

· Trends 

· Laws, rights, responsibilities of parents, teachers and other professionals 

· Why I Want to Be a Teacher? 

· Philosophy of behavior management 

· Philosophies that form the basis of education 

Standard 2: Development and Characteristics of Learners   

· Knowledge of typical and atypical development 

· Observation of similarities and differences and individuals with and without exceptional learning needs. 

· Research of a disability area 

· Learning styles 

· Inclusion observation 

· Family characteristics: impact of disability 

Standard 3: Individual Learning Differences   

· Lesson plan using Visual, Auditory, Tactile, Kinesthetic 

· Lesson plan using Multiple Intelligences Theory 

· Observations of student with exceptional needs 

· Differentiated lessons, materials 

· Cultural Issues and the family 

Standard 4: Instructional Strategies   

· Lesson plans and sample materials, photos, student work 

· Vary types, subjects, format: cooperative groups, reading, etc 

· Weekly plans 

· Detailed instructional strategies 

Standard 5: Learning Environments and Social Interactions   

· Management plans 

· Positive Behavior Support Plan 

· Social Skills Lesson 

· Social skills portfolio summary 

· Behavior management strategies 

· Inclusion observation 

· Philosophy of Behavior Management 

Standard 6: Language   

· Assistive Technology Projects 

· Communication books/devices 

· Adapted books 

· Family service learning project: literacy 

· Literacy activities 

Standard 7: Instructional Planning   

· Choose examples from a variety of developmental areas/ages 
· Unit plans 

· IEP 

· Lesson plans 

· Student work samples 

· Case study 

Standard 8: Assessment   

· Choose from a variety of developmental areas/age 

· Formal 

· Informal 

· Assessment reports 

· Observation of an assessment 

· Sample lesson plan assessments 

· Case Study 

Standard 9: Professional and Ethical Practice   

· Lesson plans: self assessments 

· Parent support groups 

· Families shock journal 

· Reflections 

· Evaluation and feedback conferences 

· Service learning projects 

· Journal entries: goals/summary 

Standard 10: Collaboration
· Observations of team, IEP meetings 

· Collaboration project/presentation 

· Observation of parent support group 

· Family Resource folder 

· Collaboration Interview 

 
PROFESSIONAL CEC PORTFOLIO RUBRIC

Directions to rater: 

• Check only one box for each criterion. 

• Circle words and phrases within cells that describe your observations

	Criteria
	MET
	DEVELOPING
	NOT MET

	CEC  STANDARDS/  

Artifacts
	· Artifacts included for course work and Teacher Work Sample (TWS)

·  Evidence of student centered lessons as artifacts 

· Artifacts demonstrate clear understanding of CEC STANDARDS 

· (Resume’ included for Sr. Synthesis)
	· Limited artifacts that represent course work and/or TWS

· Weak evidence of student centered lessons as artifacts 

· Artifacts do not clearly indicate understanding of CEC STANDARDS 

· (Limited resume’ at Sr. Synthesis)
	· Artifacts are vague or absent 

· Missing examples of student centered lessons as artifacts 

· Artifacts do not match CEC standard they are submitted for. 

· (No resume’ at Sr. Synthesis) 



	QUALITY and 

APPEARANCE
	· Portfolio is neat, nicely formatted, appealing. 

· Minimum of two artifacts for each CEC standard 

· Portfolio purpose (to document professional growth) is clearly evident 
	· Portfolio covers basics but little attention given to details 

· At least one artifact representing each standard 

· Portfolio purpose generally evident 


	· Portfolio seems thrown together with little attention to detail 

· Graphics fail to enhance purpose of portfolio 

· Missing artifacts 

· Purpose of portfolio vague or inappropriate for professional growth

	ORGANIZATION
	· Portfolio well organized in logical sequence 

· Layout easy to understand 

· Table of Contents makes items and artifacts easy to find 

· Electronic artifacts clearly identified (file names)
	· Portfolio somewhat organized, not all artifacts easy to locate 

· Layout plan not clear and obvious 

· Table of Contents included but less than effective 

· Electronic Artifacts identified but not easy to find (file names not helpful)
	· Little evidence of organization; difficulty finding artifacts 

· Table of Contents not included 

· Electronic artifacts not easy to find (file names inappropriate, e.g. untitled.doc”)

	VARIETY OF MATERIALS
	· Artifacts reflect broad range of knowledge, skills, interests, achievement
	· Artifacts suggest limited interests and/or talents
	· Scope of artifacts reflects narrowness of interests and limited experiences

	MECHANICS
	· Professionalism evident in spelling, grammar, punctuation, sentence structure, clarity of writing
	· Several mistakes in spelling, grammar, punctuation, and sentence structure 

· Writing less than clear
	· Many spelling, punctuation, grammar, and sentence structure errors

· Writing unclear

	REFLECTIONS
	· Linkages obvious between 

    artifact, experience, and 

    CEC STANDARD 

· Thoughtful reflections explain why pieces included 

· Reflections are relevant, 

    demonstrate personal strengths and weaknesses, show depth in reflecting on practice 

· Future goals indicate a commitment to professional 

    growth
	· Reflections are surface and need greater depth of processing, but indicate some thought 

· Reflections do not explain why artifacts are included or lack of thought about why artifact included 

· Future goals not thoughtfully chosen
	· Reflections missing or sporadic 

· No match between standards, artifact, and reflection 

· Reflections lack depth and insight 

· No understanding of why artifact matches CEC STANDARD 

· Lacks future goals or mismatch of goal and standard

	PHILOSOPHY OF SPECIAL EDUCATION
	· Philosophy shows depth of understanding and practicality 

· Clearly and succinctly written 
	· Philosophy beginning to form but not fully developed
	· Philosophy statement missing


Aggregated Assessment Results for Fall 2004:

	Criteria
	Percentage of Students

	
	MET
	DEVELOPING
	NOT MET

	CEC  Standards/ Artifacts
	100
	0
	0

	Quality and Appearance
	100
	0
	0

	Organization
	100
	0
	0

	Variety Of Materials
	100
	0
	0

	Mechanics
	100
	0
	0

	Reflections
	100
	0
	0

	Philosophy Of Special Education
	100
	0
	0
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