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On StandardNET:

JENNIFER RUBIN.: The 
Washington Post bloggers 
looks at the Goc. Chris Chris-
tie scandal, and says that 
MSNBC TV news is largely 
indistinguishable from Demo-
cratic Party talking points.

***
See this column and more 

at StandardNET’s  
National Commentary

As a changing of the guard 
has begun in Layton city 
government, the key ques-
tion for the city is whether 

it can evolve to meet economic chal-
lenges and be competitive with other 
cities — notably Farmington — in at-
tracting businesses and tax revenue.

Farmington has shown a lot of 
energy in business development, and 
it’s fair to say that Layton is not as 
enthusiastic in its effort to remain a 
top economic player in Davis County. 
City voters in 2012 rejected the West 
Layton Village Center, a mixed-use 
development, close to West Hill Field 
Road, that offered commercial, office 
space and high-density residential 
properties.

 And last year, two new city coun-
cil members were elected, Tom Day 
and Joy Petro, who oppose the West 
Layton Village Center. 

Perhaps this is what Layton wants, 

after all, the development was 
soundly defeated by the voters. But a 
Layton city government that remains 
cool to innovative development may 
find itself ignored by developers. 
Day and Petro say they are for “re-
sponsible development.” Maybe time 
will prove them correct. It’s not reas-
suring, however, to read in the news-
paper that Councilman Day says he 
wishes, in some ways, that he could 
return Layton to the 1940s.

Property rights remain important, 
and we understand that the ambience 
of a city is nice to retain. However, 
not responding to economic needs 
can put Layton at a severe economic 
disadvantage. 

We’re interested in seeing how the 
city’s new mayor, Bob Stevenson, be-
haves in office. Will he move Layton 
ahead economically, or will he over-
see a city that falls behind Farming-
ton and other cities?

Can Layton evolve?

I grew up in an idyllic small town in 
Northwest Arkansas. I lived on Maple 
Drive, a street named for majestic 

maple trees that lined both sides of the 
street. The fall colors were a sight to 
behold.

The town was safe and friendly to 
pedestrians. From the time I was seven 
years old, I walked to and from school. 
When I was only slightly older, I was 
allowed to walk downtown and see a movie 
or venture into the one 
of the shops. Crime was 
almost unknown. 

When I watched 
“Leave it to Beaver,” 
“Father Knows Best” or 
one of the other popular 
television series of the 
1950s, I thought the 
shows were staged in a 
town just like the town 
where I lived.

Since moving away 
almost 40 years ago, 
things changed. A 
small business started in my hometown, 
Tyson Foods, grew to become a Fortune 
500 company. Another company started 
in a neighboring town, Walmart, grew to 
become the largest retailer in the world.

This growth brought economic 
opportunity, but it also brought 
industrialization, sprawl, and blight. Traffic 
congestion is so intense that no responsible 
parent would allow a seven-year-old to 
attempt to walk the town unaccompanied. 
Streets that were once lined with trees 
have been widened, and the trees have 
been lost.

The tale of my hometown illustrates the 
yin and yang of economic development. 
Economic growth can create jobs and 
prosperity. At the same time, development 
often carries unpleasant consequences.

Since I moved to Ogden more than 
30 years ago, I am often asked, “Why 
did you choose to live here?” There are 
many answers to that question. Near the 
top of the list is the fact that Ogden has 
struck a happy balance on the continuum 
of economic development. Ogden has 
managed to create many of the amenities 
associated with larger urban areas without 
losing the feel of a small community. If you 
want evidence to support that claim, reflect 
upon what has happened in Ogden over the 
past 20 years. 

Twenty years ago, the revival of Historic 
25th Street had begun, but you could count 
the number of successful restaurants and 
retailers on one hand. Since that time, more 
than two dozen locally-owned restaurants 
and retail shops have opened on 25th. 

Up the street, the Peery’s Egyptian 
Theater was meticulously restored in 
1998, and the venue now hosts numerous 
performing arts events and the Sundance 
Film Festival. Coincidently, the 2014 
incarnation of Sundance started last week 
and will continue through Monday.

To the south of the Peery Egyptian, 
Ogden’s Municipal Gardens and 

amphitheater host many community events 
that have been started over the past two 
decades. These range from the summer 
farmers market to the finish line of the 
Ogden Marathon, which started in 1991 and 
is held each May.

Up Washington Blvd. to the north, The 
Junction development has added retail 
shops, fitness facilities, restaurants, a 
movie complex and a hotel to downtown 
Ogden. Across the street from The 

Junction, Weber State 
opened a 18,000-square-
foot building to 
foster collaborative 
entrepreneurship as well as 
to bring classes and a WSU 
bookstore to downtown 
Ogden. 

Three blocks west of 
The Junction, the Ogden 
Transit Center offers 
Frontrunner service as 
well as Ogden Transit 
Center express bus from 
downtown to Weber State. 

If you cast your gaze to the east, you will 
see numerous other examples of how 
Ogden has improved over the past two 
decades.

The past 20 years has seen significant 
improvements in the Jefferson Avenue 
Historic District and the Eccles Avenue 
Historic District. In these neighborhoods, 
historic Victorian mansions, that had been 
neglected for decades, are being converted 
into attractive, single-family homes. The 
“Own in Ogden” program has spurred 
meaningful improvements in adjacent 
residential neighborhoods.

At 28th Street and Harrison Boulevard, 
historic Ogden High School has undergone 
a renovation that will keep the art deco 
gem functional for decades. On the 
curricular front, Ogden High has also 
added the International Baccalaureate 
Diploma.

In the past 20 years, Weber State has 
added more than 10,000 students, growing 
to an enrollment of 25,000. WSU has also 
added 10 new masters degrees and half a 
dozen new buildings.

In the foothills, an ever-expanding 
network of trails provide endless 
opportunities for hikers, mountain 
bikers and trail runners. At the top of the 
mountain lies Snowbasin, which undertook 
massive improvements over a decade ago.  
In part, these efforts were prompted by 
the fact that Snowbasin would host some of 
the marquee events for the 2002 Olympic 
games. Today, Snowbasin is a skiers 
nirvana with world-class facilities, day-ski 
access and a small-resort crowds.

Undeniably, Ogden has its problems. 
Many areas of the city need additional 
improvements. Yet, over the past two 
decades, Ogden has managed to promote 
economic growth and improve the quality 
of life without encountering many of 
negatives of economic growth.

Based upon the evidence, I think now is 
a great time to live in Ogden.

A happy balance in Ogden

Michael
Vaughan

Commentary

Top of Utah Voices

Michael Vaughan is Weber State University’s 
provost. He accepts e-mail from readers at 
mvaughan@Weber.edu

Editor,
I’m writing in regard to 

the same-sex union. This 
is not a religious issue or a 
moral issue; this is a human 
rights issue and the rights of 
people to pursue happiness. 
This is a fear issue for the 
LDS-laden state. 

Nobody is taking anything 
away from anybody. People 
can still have their religious 
beliefs, their homes, their 
families, their cars, their 
jobs. Nothing is being taken 
away.

Having more doesn’t 
make you more, having less 
doesn’t make you less. It’s 
a fear of giving equality to 
those we fear that makes 
us feel less. When we treat 
another person less, and we 
don’t give them equality, then 

they don’t have the means to 
develop socially, emotionally 
or mentally. When they 
choose a lifestyle that’s not 
acceptable, we shouldn’t 
complain when they are not 
given the proper tools for 
doing better in their lives. 
The children of same-sex 
unions deserve those tools.

It’s sad that a marriage 
license makes that final 
decision. I thought that 
being a U.S. citizen was all 
that we needed to receive 
any kind of government or 
non-government benefits. 
I don’t recall anything in 
the Constitution or in the 
Declaration of Independence 
that gives a marriage license 
that much power.

Charlene Heckert
Layton

Same-sex marriage is a human rights issue

Editor,
I am responding to recent 

criticism of Weber County 
Commissioners Kerry 
Gibson and Matt Bell. I 
have been shocked at the 
accusations heaped upon 
them with assumptions about 
the supposed motives behind 
their actions to vote that 
Commissioner Gibson retain 
the chair position.

There were no bylaws 
broken with this vote. It 
seems that both Gibson and 
Bell felt that the county 
would be best served by 
continuing under Gibson’s 
leadership. This seems to be 
a reasonable and responsible 
way to cast a vote. I also 
don’t think that “that’s-the 
way-we’ve-always-done-it” is 
necessarily the best way to 
decide things.

If the only criticism were 
that the commissioners 
broke tradition, I would 
feel no need to respond, and 
would allow the whining to 
continue unanswered.  

But, when allegations 
are made that surely their 
motivation was sexist, I 
find that to be irresponsible 
behavior.  Before attacking 
someone’s character, 
one should have their 
facts in order. Claiming 
that it was a sexist move 
when the only evidence 
is that Commissioner Jan 
Zogmaister is a woman 
and the other two are men 

is completely absurd (Jan. 
16 letter, “Commissioners 
Bell, Gibson display bully 
behavior”). 

I don’t know 
Commissioner Bell at all, 
but I am qualified to speak 
to Commissioner Gibson’s 
character. I have known 
Kerry Gibson for over 
a decade and had many 
interactions with him. Each 
time he has treated me with 
dignity and respect, and 
when we’ve disagreed he is 
kind and respectful. I have 
observed his interactions 
with his wife, daughters, 
and many other women 
and not once have I seen 
any indications of a sexist 
attitude.

Kerry Gibson is also a 
farmer.  More importantly, 
that he has the character 
of a farmer. He is hard-
working, humble, and full 
of integrity. He makes an 
excellent commissioner for 
Weber County because he 
understands the people of 
Weber County and our local 
issues very well.

If anyone has 
any questions about 
Commissioner Gibson and 
his reasoning behind any of 
his votes, I encourage you to 
contact him directly. I know 
he will be happy to answer 
your questions and address 
any of your concerns.

Lisa Marsh
Ogden

Accusations of sexism in commission ‘shocking’

Editor,
Our family members have 

always been huge fans of 
Charles Trentelman and Cal 
Grondahl. Charles retired 
last year and we understand 
Cal Grondahl was let go from 
work on a daily basis due 
to the Standard Examiner’s 
recent reduction in work 
force. 

We can somewhat 
understand the reduction in 
work force but what a great 
loss of two of the biggest 
reasons we love to read the 
Standard-Examiner. Both of 
these gentlemen are sorely 
missed.

Pat Fox-Jacobson
Ogden

Trentelman, Grondahl 
sorely missed

Editor,
Wade Bigler has been 

stomped on and shown great 
disrespect when he’s been 
seeking to keep North Ogden 
financially solvent and 
responsible.

The paper has been 
disproportionately biased, 
prejudiced about him versus 
Brent Taylor, who will see 
his office as a way to raise 
taxes and put us insolvent 
financially, etc.  

I think North Ogden’s 
motto is “Making Life 
Better?” Who persuaded 
these voters that Wade was 
not doing that? I’m appalled 
to live in a community of 
such dagger-throwing. I 
value the conservative 
principles that keep us free 
of taxes, not some hot shots 
raising them for their special 
interests.  

Wake up, Standard. You 
are not presenting fairness, 
but bias. We wonder why 
the kids bully. Look in the 
mirror!

Judy Porter
North Ogden

Paper didn’t present 
North Ogden fairly




