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On StandardNET:

ANITA POWELL:  The 
Johannesburg-based 
journalist, writing for “The 
Root,” an English-language, 
on-line magazine about 
African American culture, 
opines about the need for 
increased U.S. focus on 
South Africa.

***
See this column and more 
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National Commentary

DOONESBURY                  By Garry Trudeau                MALLARD FILLMORE By Bruce Tinsley

U.S. House Speaker John 
Boehner, R-Ohio, is 
absolutely correct when he 
charges some conservative 

activists with losing “all credibility” 
by opposing the bipartisan budget deal 
provided by leaders Sen. Patty Murray, 
D-Wash., and Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wisc.

We applaud our local U.S. House 
representatives, Rob Bishop and 
Chris Stewart, for voting aye. Not 
surprisingly, Utah’s junior senator, 
Republican Mike Lee, has joined the 
“duckspeak” of extremists who refuse 
to support the bill because it doesn’t 
meet every ideological demand of Lee 
and others.

Nevertheless, the bill will pass and 
become law, and that’s a good thing. 
We need a Congress that is willing to 
compromise. We need a Congress that 
will move needed legislation through 
and do what they are elected to do, 
which is serve their constituents.

The budget deal which will become 
law is not perfect, but it is far better 
than having nothing once again. Also, 
it provides a little bit of political relief 

for conservatives and liberals, as well 
as so-called moderates. It will increase 
federal spending by $63 billion over 
the next two years. It will also reduce 
the deficit by $23 billion over 10 years. 
That second number will need to be 
increased in later years, but it’s a good 
start.

The budget deal also has some 
opposition on the far left. Those 
naysayers should be ignored also. The 
budget commission led by Murray 
and Ryan have worked hard. They 
understand that the past failures of 
commissions to agree on budgets 
cannot be tolerated anymore. The 
temper tantrums that have led to 
government responsibilities being 
delayed, such as last fall, continues to 
badly damage the image of Congress in 
the public’s mind.

Frankly, that needs to end. The 
extremists, such as Lee, need to stop 
holding the public work hostage just 
because of some talk radio hosts, as 
well as some Tea Party members, 
demand it. Their credibility is shot. It 
is time for Congress to work together.

During the December cold spell, 
I had an early morning meeting. 
Given that the temperature was 11 

degrees, I wore an overcoat and hat, as 
did everyone else involved in the meeting. 
Despite the fact that we were in a modern, 
multi-million dollar building, the meeting 
room didn’t have a single coat rack or 
hook. The same was true of all of the 
rooms in the building.

Some of the folks involved in the 
meeting sat on their coats. Some placed 
them on the floor. Others chose to wear 
their coats throughout the meeting.

At one time, coat hooks were a 
ubiquitous feature in any public building. 
Yet, the architects who designed the 
building I was in decided that they could 
lower the cost of a $60 million building by 
forgoing $1.99 coat hooks. As I sat on my 
overcoat, I pondered some of the simple 
conveniences that have disappeared in 
recent years.

Near the top of my list of disappearing 
conveniences is the public restroom. In 
an effort to save money, municipalities 
have stopped building public restrooms. In 
some cases, existing public 
restrooms have been closed. 
Today, when most people 
need to use a restroom, they 
are likely to interlope into 
some restaurant or retail 
space and pretend to be a 
customer. As a result, many 
businesses have taken to 
locking their restrooms and 
restricting key access to 
paying customers.

In light of the decreasing 
number of public 
restrooms, Charmin, the 
toilet paper company, has 
developed a phone APP 
that will point you to the 
nearest public restroom. 
I downloaded the app and 
gave it a try to determine 
the prevalence of public 
restrooms in Ogden. As for 
the result of my inquiry, I 
will simply say you would 
be well advised to take care 
of business before leaving 
home.

Along with the public restroom, public 
drinking fountains are disappearing. 
This fact is ironic because most cities 
are touting their efforts to foster 
environmental sustainability. Today, the 
typical American now drinks 240 pints of 
bottled water every year. Public drinking 
fountains, that do not create plastic waste 
and save energy, are one of the most 
economical and sustainable conveniences 
that a city can provide. The slow demise 
of public drinking fountains is regrettable.

Perhaps the most obvious disappearing 
convenience is the phone booth. At one 

time, every public building and most 
street corners had at least one phone 
booth. Court houses, hotels and airports 
had entire banks of phone booths. The 
proliferation of cells phones has led to the 
demise of the public phone booth. 

Unfortunately, even though cell phones 
provide an easy way to place a phone call, 
cell phones have not provided an adequate 
substitute for one of the most important 
features of a phone booth. That is a fairly 

quiet and somewhat private 
place to sit down and have 
a phone conversation.

The disappearance 
of the phone booth has 
made phone calls a public 
event, and that fact carries 
unpleasant consequences. 
On more than one occasion, 
I have mistakenly 
thought that I was the 
object of an unprovoked 
tirade of obscenities 
because a person beside 
me was motivated to 
angrily shout into their 
cell phone. I have been 
subjected to strangers’ 
unwelcomed accounts of 
appendectomies, arrests 
and illicit affairs.

The disappearance 
of simple day-to-day 
conveniences is symbolic 
of a more profound societal 
trend. More and more 
citizens are coming to 
believe that cooperating 

with others to reach a shared goal is less 
productive than going your own way. 
The public good is being replaced by the 
privatized commodity.

I speculate that in today’s environment, 
preoccupied with the private rather 
than the public,  it would be impossible 
to build the New York Public Library, 
to commission the Picasso sculpture in 
Daley Plaza, to set aside the 2.2 million 
acres that make up Yellowstone Park, or 
to construct Mount Rushmore. That fact is 
far more regrettable than having to sit on 
one’s coat.

Budget extremists not credible

Disappearing conveniences 
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Michael Vaughan is Weber State University’s 
provost. He accepts e-mail from readers at 
mvaughan@Weber.edu

Your 2 cents is an opportunity for 
Standard-Examiner readers to let us know 
what they give “thumbs up” or “thumbs 
down” to news or events in the Top of 
Utah. Your 2 cents is published as Thumbs 
up, thumbs down every Monday. Please 
email your submissions to letters@stan-
dard.net.

Editor,
I’m sure the three GOP 

candidates seeking to 
replace John Swallow as 
attorney general are all 
competent and well qualified. 
In my opinion, Sean Reyes 
should  be the one. Mr. Reyes 
is the one who sought to be 
our attorney general in 2012 
when he lost to Swallow in 
the primary election last 
year. Where were the other 
three candidates then?

Stan Jacobson
Ogden

Sean Reyes should be 
our attorney general

Editor,
What alternate reality 

world does Rep. Rob Bishop 
live in? In Saturday’s Stan-
dard-Examiner he is quoted 
as saying “The hardworking 
men and women who serve 
our country have shouldered 
more than their fair share 
from President Obama’s 
draconian cuts to defense 
as well as the president’s 
sequester cuts to defense” 
(Dec. 14 “Bishop, Stew-
art vote in favor of budget 
deal”).

Does Rep. Bishop not 
know that only Congress can 
appropriate (spend) money 
per Article I, Section 9 of 
the U.S. Constitution? And 
only Congress has the power 
to cut or sequester spending 
by reducing appropriations? 
The president has no power 
to cut or sequester spending; 
he can only use the money 
that Congress appropriates 
to run government opera-
tions. If Congress does not 
appropriate enough money, 
the only choice the president 
has is to curtail operations. 

The responsibility for 
the government shutdown 
in October and the reduc-
tion of funding to sustain 
operations falls squarely on 
Congress due to their failure 
to appropriate sufficient 
money.

Frank Heath
Washington Terrace

The disappearance 
of simple day-to-

day conveniences is 
symbolic of a more 
profound societal 
trend. More and 

more citizens are 
coming to believe 
that cooperating 

with others to reach 
a shared goal is less 

productive than 
going your own way. 

The public good 
is being replaced 
by the privatized 

commodity.

Editor,
This is the real thing (Dec. 

13, “WSU names new football 
coach”). Jay Hill will bring 
pride, stability, recruiting and 
wins to a program that fits 
him to a “T.” If there is anyone 
more suited for this posi-
tion, to be perfectly frank, I 
wouldn’t know who it could be.

Jay is a Utah native, has 
coached with the best coaches 
in the country, he’s a Ricks 
College all American, has 
been at the University of Utah 
for 12 years and knows of-

fense as well as defense. He 
is well qualified to be a head 
coach.

I would challenge the 
Weber State supporters of 
the past and those students 
who have suffered through an 
agonizing past few years to 
get on the band wagon and fill 
the stands at Stewart Stadium. 
Let’s all show our support for 
Jay and the Weber State Uni-
versity football program.

I know I will be there.
Jerry Bartle

Layton

Only Congress can 
appropriate funds 

Editor,
On behalf of all the 

parishioners of St. Joseph 
Catholic Church, I want 
to thank and congratulate 
both the Ogden City fire 
Department and the Ogden 
City Police Department 
for their quick response 
to our emergency call on 
Wednesday, Dec. 4 (Dec. 4, 
“Boiler catches fire at Ogden 
Church,” and “Students at St. 
Joseph Elementary School 
evacuated”).

Both departments seemed 
to arrive on the scene while 
we were still on the phone 
communicating with the 
dispatch, which is not only 
amazing, but commendable 
and admirable!

On top of arriving 
immediately, both teams 
were able to safely secure 
the surrounding streets, 
evacuate the people from 
inside the church and 
extinguish the fire in order to 
prevent further damage.

Please know that the 
people of St. Joseph and I are 
very grateful for the quick 
response and professional 
action! 
We are also grateful for the 
quick response from the 
reporters of the Standard-
Examiner.

Fr. Kenneth Vialpando
Pastor,

St. Joseph Catholic 
Church
Ogden

Church appreciated quick response to fire

Jay Hill will bring pride to WSU football

Editor, 
I read with great interest 

the letter of Dec. 5, “Mo-
bile home parks exploit long 
residents” concerning new 
and increased additional fees 
of $18 at a mobile home park 
in Riverdale. This is how I 
observe the raise in fees. Eigh-
teen dollars is the average 
price of a necessary prescrip-
tion to the elderly and disabled 
residents. It is one student’s 
lunch money for the month. 
Eighteen dollars is the price 
of four meals per month, one 
meal per week. Eighteen dol-
lars makes the average cost of 
living here at nose close to $50 
every three days. With such 
luxurious prices, one would 
suppose some respect or at 
least amenities.

Please consider the follow-
ing quotes from the park’s 

monthly notices and newslet-
ter, of Nov. 13, 2013 and Octo-
ber 25, 2013.

1) Snow plows: “Remem-
ber that the plow will plow 
regardless of where your 
mailbox, trash can or care is. 
And prepare for that.” 2) The 
reason for the raise and ex-
ploitation for more money is: 
“ We have experienced many 
increases in operating costs, 
utility costs, maintenance fees 
and taxes.

I have lived at this mobile 
home park for 14 years and 
every year it just flat out gets 
worse, and more run down. I 
don’t feel so sorry for myself, 
it is my neighbors who are 
suffering grief and feeling 
remorseful because of the 
conditions here.

Lloyd High
Riverdale

Fees getting too high at mobile home parks




